and at home, and why they hold the beliefs that they do. In this report, we therefore focus on new quantitative and qualitative data that examines young people's gender role attitudes. We use the term "gender role attitudes" to indicate individuals' support for the notion of separate spheres for men and women in any domain, including the labor market, household and civic life (Davis and Greenstein 2009) . We refer to support for separate spheres in any of these domains as "conservative" gender role attitudes, and support for equal roles for men and women as "egalitarian" attitudes.
International research has shown that gender role attitudes are associated with outcomes including women's labor force participation and earnings (Cunningham et al. 2005; Corrigall and Konrad 2007; Farré and Vella 2013) , the timing of transitions to marriage and parenthood (Cunningham et al. 2005; Corrigall and Konrad 2007) , the division of childcare and household labor between spouses (see Davis and Greenstein 2009 for a review), and gender-based violence, although through complex mechanisms (Atkinson, Greenstein, and Lang 2005) . At the same time, gender role attitudes may change over the transition to adulthood, becoming more conservative or more egalitarian as young people are exposed to new life situations (Fan and Marini 2000; Cunningham et al. 2005) . The period of adolescence and young adulthood is therefore an important one for understanding how gender role attitudes in a society may or may not be changing.
Data from national surveys conducted by the Population Council, including the Survey of Young People in Egypt that is the basis for this report, have demonstrated that gender role attitudes among young people are conservative, with high levels of support for the idea of separate spheres across a range of domains (Mensch et al. 2003; Population Council 2010; Salemi and Rashed 2015) . However, a more detailed analysis of change in gender role attitudes over the transition to adulthood, and, critically, why young people do or do not support separate spheres for men and women, can shed further light on this important aspect of the gender gap in Egypt. Young people's attitudes towards gender roles are likely to influence not only their own decisions, but also the social norms that contribute to shaping the gender gap. For example, cross-nationally, egalitarian gender role attitudes are associated with differences in women's employment rates (Fortin in what areas youth support or oppose greater gender equality is therefore an important step in designing programs and policies that work towards a more gender equal future.
We organize our discussion of young people's gender role attitudes in this report into the public, household and legal domains. After an overview of the study data and methods in Section 2, in Section 3 we begin with a discussion of women's roles in the public sphere, specifically the areas of education, employment and sexual harassment in public spaces. In Section 4, we turn to gender relations within the household, addressing decision-making and obedience between spouses and attitudes towards domestic violence. We discuss women's legal rights in Section 5, covering young people's knowledge of and attitudes towards women's rights in divorce and inheritance. In Section 6, we summarize the overall findings and provide recommendations for programs and policies that promote gender equality.
includes extensive modules on young people's gender role attitudes, opinions on domestic violence and divorce, and social values. SYPE also contains a great deal of information on the demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of respondents' households, allowing us to examine variation in youth gender role attitudes across a range of background characteristics. The gender role attitudes questions were only administered to young people who were age 15 and older in 2009. Therefore, in this report, our analysis is restricted to the sample of 6,199 young people who are included in the SYPE panel and answered the gender role attitudes questions in both years. This sample includes 2,803 young men, and 3,396 young women, 60% of whom lived in rural areas, 31% in urban areas, and 9% in informal urban areas.
We use measures of youth gender role attitudes from four different opinion indices in SYPE. To assess attitudes towards gender roles in the public and private sphere, we use a series of questions that asked youth about gender equality in education, employment, and the household. SYPE also investigated youths' attitudes towards domestic violence by asking respondents whether a man is justified in beating his wife under a range of circumstances, ranging from burning the food to refusing to have sex with her husband. Finally, SYPE included two sets of questions probing youth's opinions on situations in which a woman is justified in asking for a divorce and when a man is justified in divorcing his wife, respectively. We also analyze a question about women's right to inheritance. The full text of all the SYPE gender role attitude questions used is provided in Appendix 1. Where possible, we compare change in youth attitudes from 2009 to 2014. However, because the answer choices for some of the questions measuring gender attitudes changed between the two survey waves, this is not possible for all topics.
qualitative data
In early 2016, the Population Council conducted a qualitative companion study to the SYPE in informal
We examine youth gender role attitudes in Egypt through a combination of quantitative and qualitative data. The quantitative data, from the nationally representative Survey of Young People in Egypt (SYPE) 2009 and 2014, provides for a broad overview of youth gender role attitudes throughout the country and among different subpopulations of youth. The qualitative data complements this analysis by allowing us to gain a more in-depth view of how young people think about men and women's roles in society and why they hold these beliefs.
The Survey of Young People in Egypt
In 2009, the Population Council conducted the Survey of Young People in Egypt, a nationally representative survey that generated a unique and comprehensive source of data on the situation of young cohorts in Egypt. The SYPE captured 15,029 young people aged 10 to 29 from 11,372 households, thus encompassing both "youth" and "adolescents." The purpose of this age range was to track young people throughout the complete duration of their transition to adulthood, allowing for an extended period to account for the many changes that occur during this key period of life (for more details see Population Council 2010).
Given the unprecedented series of political changes that have occurred in Egypt since 2009, the Population Council then designed and implemented the second wave of SYPE in 2013/2014, in order to observe young people's outcomes and attitudes during this transitional period. The second round of data for the SYPE re-interviewed the same sample of young people who were interviewed in 2009, successfully tracking 10,916 (72.6%) of those same individuals (now aged 13 -35). A full description of the SYPE panel can be found in Roushdy and Sieverding, eds. (2015) .
The SYPE panel provides a rich source of key information on adolescents and youth living in Egypt before and after the revolution, including education, employment, migration, family formation, health, and civic and political participation. Furthermore, SYPE
Method
urban areas in the Greater Cairo Metropolitan Area. The spread of informal areas and growth in the number of their inhabitants is an important population trend within Cairo and across Egypt. Thus, while not representative of youth in Egypt overall, youth in informal urban areas are an important sub-population for understanding trends in attitudes among young people. The qualitative study team purposively selected three informal areas within Greater Cairo that had experienced varying levels of intervention by government and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs). We collaborated with a local NGO in each area in order to identify respondents to participate in in-depth interviews that covered a range of topics about young people's lives in the 'ashwaiyyat.
As part of the interview, young people were asked about gender attitudes through a series of vignettes, or short scenarios, focusing on specific aspects of gender relations in the Egyptian context, including girls' education, domestic violence, sexual harassment, divorce and inheritance. Vignettes are a useful interviewing technique for probing attitudes and social norms, particularly around topics that may be sensitive, because they allow respondents greater flexibility in deciding whether they want to speak about personal experiences related to the scenario, while also encouraging them to think beyond their personal circumstances. At the same time, vignettes may be more engaging for young people because they are discussing scenarios that are relevant to their own lives (Barter and Renold 2000; Schoenberg and Ravdal 2000) . As all respondents in the qualitative sample reacted to the same vignette, this format also allows for easier comparison of attitudes across interviewees. The full text of the vignettes, in English and the original Egyptian Colloquial Arabic, is presented in Appendix 2.
Respondents for the qualitative interviews were selected to achieve variation in socio-demographic characteristics including education, age, religion and exact place of residence within the study area. Eight young men and eight young women were interviewed in each area, for a total of 48 interviews. The characteristics of the qualitative interview sample are summarized in Table 1 . She is right, because she likes school and she's good at it, why wouldn't we give her the opportunity? If I had a sister in that situation, I would do anything so that she can learn because I know that as long as she puts her mind to it she'll learn and she'll become something.
-Young man, age 26, never married, preparatory education or less She is right, education is the most important thing now. If you study well you will take a degree, and you'll be able to work, make yourself responsible, [and] make yourself something, but after marriage you'll sit at home and you won't be able to work.
-Young woman, age 27, married, secondary education
On the other hand, the age of the potential spouses was another factor that led some respondents to agree with Laila's refusal of the marriage.
Most of these respondents saw Laila as too young to marry, but a few women respondents also mentioned the age gap between Laila and the prospec- The main reason respondents gave for this choice was that the boy will need to work, so education will benefit him in the labor market, whereas the 1 General secondary education in Egypt is expensive due to the need to take private lessons in order to pass high-stakes exams that determine university placements (Assaad and Krafft 2015 education was closely related to the expectation that women will not work, which we discuss in greater detail in the next section, and was stronger among young men. Almost none of young people's discussions around girls' education focused on the idea of education as a right, or a form of empowerment that is important for her own personal development. If wider support for gender equality in education is to be achieved, and to serve as a basis for support of equality in other domains, a more rights-based understanding of girls' education is important to achieve.
women's access to employment
Labor force participation rates among women in Egypt are among the lowest in the world (UNDP 2006) , and have been declining over time among educated women in particular (Assaad and El Hamidi 2009 ). Only 15% of young women aged 15 -35 were in the labor force as of 2014. Young women also suffer from higher unemployment rates than young men, are less likely to own their own businesses, and employed women tend to be concentrated in certain sectors (Roushdy and Selwaness 2015) . In addition to structural barriers, social norms regarding appropriate employment for women (Barsoum 2004; Assaad 2007) The boy will have more of a role in society, the boy is the basis in that he goes out to work, strives to provide for the family and sees to the needs of the home, and his mother and his father. He might provide for several households. The girl, her future will be marriage, and she can marry with a degree but a regular degree, that she can read and remember and write, teach her children. But the girl isn't the basis for the house in terms of work.
-Young woman, age 28, married, secondary education
Because when the boy enters general secondary he'll get a university degree and find a good job opportunity…and he'll be the provider of a family. The girl won't be the provider of a family, her future is that she gets married. Whether she works or not there's someone providing for her.
-Young man, age 25, engaged, university education 
Sexual harassment
One of the ways in which women's movement within public spaces, including schools, places of employment and transport, is contested in Egypt is through the phenomenon of sexual harassment. Sexual harassment has been shown to be a generalized problem in Egypt; nationally, nearly 40% of young women reported having been sexually harassed in 2014, including 60% of those in informal urban areas (Ismail, Abdel-Tawab, and Sheira 2015) . Women's experience of harassment has been found to be as high as 95% in targeted surveys in Cairo (Harassmap 2014 Even though youth in informal areas were the most disapproving of sexual harassment, many of their responses to the qualitative vignettes similarly supported the idea that some women who are subjected to sexual harassment "deserve it." Qualitative respondents were posed the story of a girl, Suha, who is exposed to various types of harassment on her way to work, and asked their opinions of the actions of the girl, the harasser, and the bystanders to the incident (Appendix 2).
Respondents were first asked their opinion of the girl's lack of response to the harassment, which the majority of both men and women disagreed with. He might be unmarried…you might want to buy a pair of pants but you don't have the money, but you pass by the store every day just to be near to them and touch them even if you won't buy them. In his mind he [the harasser] got close to her body when he touched her and that might have satisfied him mentally.
-Young man age 21, never married, preparatory education or less Several respondents also suggested that the man might have been drinking or taking drugs, which led him to harass Suha without fully realizing what he was doing.
On the other hand, a number of respondents, both men and women, said that Suha probably caused the man to harass her due to her own actions or comportment. These respondents said that her dress, eye contact, or way of walking in the street led the man to think she wanted to be harassed. Finally, a few respondents said that the incident occurred due to the fact that there was no deterrent to prevent the man from harassing a girl, whether that deterrent would be legal or social, or consist of actions by the girl herself or the bystanders who witnessed the event.
When I was a certain age we used to go to Fustat Park, Azhar Park, sometimes I would see people making big circles around girls, touching them in certain places on their bodies. Why did we do this? No one used to stop us, just if someone from security -I don't mean that security is on every street, but if someone from the Park security had come we would have run…and also no one ever told us that what we were doing was wrong, we were playing….
-Young man, age 22, never married, secondary education These conflicting views on the causes of harassment were also reflected in respondents' discussions of who was responsible for the incident that happened to Suha, and what should have been done about it. Although about half of both men and women respondents said that the harasser himself was responsible, there were substantial gender differences in the other responsible parties mentioned. Several young women said that the bystanders were responsible, saying that the bystanders should have protected the girl and taken action against the harasser, such as yelling at him, keeping him away from the girl, or hitting him, or helping the girl to file a report at the police station. However, other respondents attributed the bystanders' lack of action to Suha's own silence, saying that because she did not ask for help, the bystanders may have thought that she wanted to be harassed.
It might be that they did the wrong thing because they didn't see any reaction from her, I imagine that if she had reacted in any way everyone one have stopped and spoken to him, but when she was quiet everyone else was too. They should have turned around, [and told him] that kind of thing is wrong, and we see you.
-Young woman, age 27, married, secondary education A number of young women also blamed the lack of any legal consequence for harassment and insufficient police presence on the streets to enforce any law and protect women in public spaces.
If the harassment law was applied, no one would harass anyone else. If every person [male] who harassed another person [female]
was punished, no one would do that anymore.
-Young woman, age missing, widowed, preparatory education or less Only a few young men blamed law enforcement or bystanders for the situation. Young men, were more likely to say that Suha herself was the primary responsible party for what happened, something that was said by only a few women respondents. Nevertheless, about a third of both young men and women said that girls had to be responsible for protecting themselves from harassment by adhering to a certain manner of dress, behavior and walking when on the street.
She should also respect herself with her dignity, and that with her dress, how she acts, her behavior. That she's walking in a good way on the street.
The common view among young people in SYPE that women may deserve to be harassed can be explained in part by the tension between condemning harassment as a product of frustration among young men and blaming harassment on the conduct of young women that was apparent in the qualitative respondents' discussions. Even though young people in informal areas were the most likely to reject harassment, and the majority saw what happened to Suha as wrong, it was in young people's understandings of responsibility for harassment that this tension came out. Although data show that harassment is very common in Cairo, many respondents held to the idea that something in Suha's behavior must have caused her to be singled out for harassment. This suggests that harassment is understood, in one respect, as 
views on domestic violence
Women in Egypt, as everywhere in the world, are exposed to intimate partner violence, which has well-recognized negative health impacts, 
Gender equality in the household
Data from the SYPE indicate that, while young people became less accepting of domestic violence between 2009 and 2014, the majority still think that wife beating is justified in some circumstances.
SYPE respondents were asked whether a man is justified in beating his wife in six different situations (Appendix 1). In 2009, 11% of young men and 26%
of young women said that wife beating was not justified in any of the six situations presented. In 2014, this has risen to 21% of young men and 30% of young women. Still, that over two-thirds of young people say that wife beating is justified in at least one of the situations shows substantial tolerance for domestic violence.
In both years, by far the most common situation in which young people thought a man was justified in beating his wife was if she talked to another man, which in the original Arabic also carries some connotation that she has a relationship with the man. Across all situations in both years, young men were more likely to say that domestic violence was justified than young women (Figure 4) The first thing she should do is ask for a divorce, because it's impossible that she will be able to live with someone like that who does not respect her. She should tell her family…even if she is wrong she should tell them that one, two, three happened, the right and the wrong she should tell them, and they will decide [between right and wrong] and at the same time they will get her rights for her, that he can't beat her.
-Young man, age 30, never married, preparatory education or less Yet many others said that Hoda was right not to tell her mother, and that she was right to protect the secrets of her home. These respondents argued that the mother would surely intervene and exacerbate the problem, potentially even leading to divorce.
Yes she was very right [not to tell her mother], the best thing is that she keeps the secrets of the home. Girls' education isn't important because in the end she will marry and stay home, and cook, clean and wash. Of course education won't benefit her in anything, what she will need is her husband.
-Young man, age 18, engaged, secondary education While many other respondents disagreed with this young man regarding the importance of girls' education, the expectation that women will prioritize home and husband was the basis for many of their reactions to the vignettes. For example, girls' education was often described by respondents as a general social good and something that would benefit her family, rather than an investment in her own future or employability.
When she gets married how will she raise her children if she is not educated?
-Young woman, age 19, never married, university education
The boy will benefit from the education but either way the girl will marry and her husband will take care of her. Work depends on boys so he'll benefit from the education.
-Young man, age missing, never married, secondary education
In addition to devaluing the possibility of women's work outside the home, which we discussed in Of course [she was right not to tell]. Her mother will make the issue bigger and it might end in divorce.
-Young woman, age 26, married, preparatory education or less
As we discuss in Section 5.1 below, a similar focus on a woman's need to be in a marriage -and the social consequences of marital breakup -ran through some of the respondents' discussions of divorce. 
She is the one who gets pregnant…
The woman is the one who cooks and cleans and does everything, she's the one who takes care of them, so she is the one [who decides]. Finally, in the domain of legal equality we examine two issues: divorce and inheritance. In addition to women's right to a divorce, in the first section we examine the situations in which young people thought men and women were justified in asking for a divorce. In discussing inheritance, we focus on the issue of families encouraging women to give up inheritances that they are legally entitled to. There will be problems in everything, like when she goes out, when she comes home, like that. And of course talk here and there, 'you're divorced,' even from her mother and father, 'don't go out, because you're a divorced woman and people will talk' … -Young man, age 30, never married, preparatory education or less When a man is in the house there is a foundation of the home. If you think of yourself living alone, you are responsible for two children, how will you feed them? How will you clothe them, take them to school? And that's apart from the security. interactive engagement with young people is likely needed in order to influence them. Along with public information campaigns, strengthening enforcement of existing laws such as the law against sexual harassment is critical. In order to achieve this, programs to address the gender biases of law enforcement officers and other actors in the legal system are likely also needed.
women's right to a divorce

women's right to inheritance
More broadly speaking, education was one of the factors that was most consistently associated with more egalitarian gender role attitudes in SYPE (Salemi and Rashed 2015) , and girls' education was one of the aspects of women's rights that young people showed the most support for. The association between education and attitudes was particularly strong, in some areas, among young women themselves. A positive outcome of education, and particularly girls' education, may thus be its influence on gender role attitudes, which should in turn lead to greater support for education. However, if education is to serve as a basis for support of equality in other domains, a more rights-based understanding of girls' education is important to achieve that goes beyond the current understanding of education as a means to certain socioeconomic outcomes. Ministry of Education policy as well as curricula should support such an approach to girls' education, as well as NGO and advocacy programs.
Critically, efforts to support a rights-based approach to girls' education, as well as other efforts to address youth gender roles, must involve men as well as women. Young men hold widely more conservative attitudes than young women, and
given the model of male household authority that so many young people in Egypt held to, they have a strong influence over the outcomes of their wives, daughters and sisters. In order to work towards more egalitarian gender role attitudes among Egyptian young people, programs and policies must therefore build from the understanding that these attitudes are not only about women, but rather are a part of the social norms that affect women and men's outcomes alike. Even though Shari'a grants girls/women the right to inherit, in some cases girls should not get their share so as to keep the money/land in the family Table A2 : Attitudes towards domestic violence in your opinion, is a man justified in beating his wife in each of the following situations:
When she burns the food?
When she neglects the children?
When she argues with him?
When she talks to other men?
When she wastes his money or spend it on trivial matters?
When she refuses to have sex with him? 
Inheritance
El Haj Gamal is an old man who has three sons and a daughter, all of whom are married, and he owns a house and some land. One day the old man passed away, and his sons began to do the inheritance papers so that they could divide the inheritance between them. They prevented their sister from taking her part of the inheritance, and especially the land, afraid that her husband would inherit it in the future. They told her that she can take the profit from her piece of land but they will not give her the land or write it in her name. What do you think of the sons' position about distributing the inheritance? Is it within their rights to prevent their sister from taking her inheritance? 
